
 
 

  MEDIA RELEASE 

 
 
 

 
 

Find us online   www.morobejv.com 

 November 15, 2017 

Thirty-nine graduate in Adult Literacy & Numeracy 

Thirty-nine adult learners in Dengea Village in Morobe Province graduated with certificates in Adult Literacy 

and Numeracy on November 14. 

Witnessed by over 300 villagers, they graduated with certificates in Levels one, two and three in Adult 

Literacy and Numeracy (AL&N) skills. 

Wafi-Golpu Joint Venture’s Head of External Relations, David Wissink, commended the graduates for going 

through the programme. 

He said being able to read and write is important. “It doesn’t matter what you want to do, the important 

thing is that learning to read and write will help you both in the community and in the work place. We want 

you to encourage the other communities to do the same thing,” he said. 

He explained that the WGJV Project would look for people who have basic literacy skills as part of the 

potential future development of the mine. 

“If you can’t get over the basic hurdle of reading and writing, you won’t be able to work. The big thing in 

the mining industry is safety. You must know how to read and write for you and your colleagues safety,” he 

explained. 

He said WGJV will look at working in partnership with the government and other stakeholders like the 

Lutheran Church to strengthen AL&N in the community. 

Mineral Resources Authority (MRA) Exploration Coordinator for the WGJV Project, Kevin Gamenu, 

congratulated the students and WGJV for the initiative. 

He said illiteracy is a big problem in this country and one way to address that is through such schools. 

Mr Gamenu highlighted the importance of Private Public Partnership programs adding that AL&N was an 

example of all stakeholders working together to improve literacy skills in the community adding that MRA 

would continue to support the programme. 

Mother of three, Lumingo Oxxs started in 2014 and graduated with a level three certificate in AL&N. 

She dropped out of grade six and says she’s happy she attended the school. 

“I’ve learnt a lot of things that I’ve not learnt previously. Things like bank withdrawal form, basic math, give 

the right change at the market and able to read,” she said. 
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Mrs Oxxs would also like to see more trainings in the community so they could further improve on what 

they’ve learnt. 

Bingmalu Sengi, a spoke person for Zimake Village never attended school just completed level one. 

“I believe that this school is important and will help a lot of us. At level one, we are learning the alphabet, 

pronunciation and learning to write. I would still like to go up to level three as this will help me very much 

in my work,” he said.  

He said it was only through education that they would learn a lot of things. 

These are the first batch of graduates of the adult literacy programme initiated by Wafi-Golpu Joint Venture 

(WGJV) in 2014.   

In 2013, WGJV initiated the AL&N schools in the region. 13 teachers where trained and 7 AL&N schools 

were opened enrolling a total of 978 students. Dengea AL&N was the first school to hold its graduation. 

WGJV has assisted these schools by providing logistical support, stationaries and allowances for the 

teachers with emphasis given to the community to take ownership of the school and move it forward. 

 

ENDS// 

Picture Captions 

1. AL&N grad 1 -2 – Graduates, WGJV and MRA staff and invited guests take a group photo after the 

graduation.  

2. AL&N grad 3 – AL&N Level 3 graduate, Lumingo Oxxs receiving her Level 3 certificate from WGJVs Head 

of External Relations, David Wissink 

3. AL&N grad 7 – AL&N Level 1 graduate, Kepas Ila receiving his Level 1 certificate from MRA official, 

Moses Mambu 
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About us 
Morobe Mining Joint Ventures (MMJV) is a 50 – 50 joint venture between Harmony Gold Mining Limited of South Africa and 

Newcrest Mining Limited of Australia. MMJV was formally established in August 2008 in the Morobe Province of Papua New 

Guinea, for the purpose of exploring, developing and operating mines. MMJV's scope of operations and properties include the 

Hidden Valley Gold Mine, the significant copper-gold porphyry at the Wafi-Golpu Project (in feasibility study phase), an exploration 

base in Wau and a Central Services office at 9 Mile, Lae.  
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