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Cocoa farmers receive new fermentries 

Cocoa farmers in Morobe Province produce some of the best cocoa beans in the world. For farmers from 

four villages in the Bulolo District, their strive to improve their cocoa bean quality through proper 

fermentation and drying has been boosted with four new fermentries. 

Wafi-Golpu Joint Venture (WGJV) and farmer representatives from Apele, Timini, Bavaga and Gingen 

villages signed the transfer agreements at WGJV’s Project Office outside Lae on February 27. 

In signing the agreements, the farmer representatives were grateful for the assistance. 

Tetac Mala, from Apele Village said they had no fermentry and they sold wet beans at the nearest Wampit 

Village about two to three kilometres away from them.  

“This was hard work for little income. Now with the fermentry we will aim to plant and harvest more cocoa. 

Each farmer will earn a little bit more,” he said.  

WGJV has been working with PNG Cocoa Board, Morobe Provincial Government, the Lower Watut Farmers 

Cooperative, and the Huon Gulf and Bulolo districts since 2010 to increase communities’ participation in 

farming cocoa and other crops. Head of External Relations, David Wissink, said cocoa is the way forward. 

“The Wafi-Golpu Project is still in advance exploration stage and so we want to see farmers improve their 

cocoa farming because cocoa will put money into their pockets for many years,” Mr Wissink said. “Since we 

began the program we’ve assisted over 1,000 cocoa producing families and we’d like to see more people 

involved with planting and farming cocoa, and to see more economic development through agribusiness in 

the project area.”. 

He said the signing of the asset transfer is a partnership agreement. 

“We’ve provided the materials and you the farmers will take it to your village and install it. WGJV will 

continue to support the cocoa project in the region,” he said. 

PNG Cocoa Board rep, Baundo Mogi, thanked WGJV for the support and said the cocoa board was happy to 

work in partnership with WGJV to develop cocoa in these villages. “Apele, Timini and going up towards 

Bulolo are new growth areas for cocoa and such support will come a long way in motivating these farmers,” 

Baundo said. 

This will bring to a total of 12 fermentries handed over to cocoa farmers in the Wafi-Golpu Project 

communities since the program began in 2010. 
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ENDS// 

Picture Captions 

1. Farmers, WGJV and Cocoa Board representatives take a group picture after the signing. 

2. Example of the cocoa fermentary that was handed over to the farmers. 
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